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MERCURY POLICY PROJECT 
1420 North St. 

Montpelier, VT 05602 
www.mercurypolicy.org 

802-223-9000 
 
January 19, 2001 
 
J.S.Gansler 
The Under Secretary of Defense 
3010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-3010 
 
Dear Mr. Gansler: 
 
We, the undersigned individuals and groups, are writing to strongly urge the Department 
of Defense (DoD) to allow commercial quantities of mercury, including the 260,000 
pounds of mercury from the closed  HoltraChem plant in Maine, to be stored at the DoD's 
National Defense Stockpile.  Allowing additional quantities of mercury from facilities 
like HoltraChem to be sold and haphardly released--rather than stockpiled for retirement-
- presents an imminent danger that DoD has a moral obligation and is empowered under 
current Federal law to prevent. 
 
As you indicated in a recent letter to Maine Governor Angus King, current Federal 
statute, U.S.C. 2692, permits the DoD to store toxic or hazardous material not owned by 
DoD when essential to protect the public from imminent danger.  At this time, there is 
more than sufficient evidence that clearly demonstrates the dangers of mercury sales and 
subsequent releases on human populations.  This includes the release of the December 
1997 Mercury Study Report to Congress and the congressionally-mandated July 2000 
report by the National Research Council, entitled "Toxicological Effects of 
Methylmercury," which states: 
 

"Hg is pervasive and persistent in the environment.  Its use in products and 
emission from industrial processes and combustion have resulted in global 
circulation and atmospheric deposition.  There have been well-documented 
instances of population poisonings, highly exposed occupational groups, and 
worldwide chronic low-level environmental exposures.  The bioaccumulation of 
MeHg cann lead to high concentrations in many species of fish and result in 
unacceptable levels of exposure and risk to highly exposed or susceptible 
subpopulations…The committee estimates that over 60,000 children are born each 
year at risk for adverse neurodevelopmental effects due to in utero exposure to 
MeHg." 

 
As awareness of the dangers of mercury grow, a number of actions are begin taken across 
the United States (US) to stop mercury sales, uses and releases.  Many US cities, states 
and hospitals, including Boston, San Francisco, and New Hampshire, are phasing out 
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mercury thermometers as a first step towards eliminating the possibility of mercury 
leaking into the environment. In the northeastern US, state and Federal environmental 
officials have attempted to negotiate the purchase of the HoltraChem mercury-- provided 
that DoD allows its storage at the National Defense Stockpile.  In addition to adopting a 
resolution in September in support of stockpiling large quantities of mercury, the New 
England governors had earlier written a letter to President Clinton in support of 
developing "…strategies for the interim storage of mercury until more permanent long 
term options can be implemented." 
 
Over the past five to ten years, mercury use in developed countries has declined 
dramatically.  In developing countries, however, mercury is still used widely in the 
manufacture of consumer products, like thermometers, as well as in chlorine production 
where regulations are often lax or nonexistent. So, even as we phase out this extremely 
persistent toxic metal from our products and lives in the United States, we shamelessly 
export it to industrializing countries knowing full well the magnitude of dangers to 
human lives and environment can cause in these countries and in the US when the 
mercury comes back in products or rains down upon us from the global pool. 
 
Therefore, recovered mercury should be considered a liability and set aside as a 
dangerous waste--and not masked as a commodity and sold to unsuspecting third world 
countries like India.   Clearly, DoD can and should fulfill its statutory mandate by 
recognizing the dangers presented both in the US and abroad by the sale of commercial 
quantities of mercury, like the HoltraChem mercury, to third world countries.  Instead, 
commercial quantities of mercury should be allowed stored on an interim basis at the 
National Defense Stockpile until a permanent retirement solution for commercial 
quantities of mercury can be found.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michael T. Bender   Madhumita Dutta/Sunita Dubey 
Executive Director   Toxics Link 
Mercury Policy Project  New Delhi 14  
Montpelier, VT 05602  India  
      
Neil Tangri    Mamta Sahgal 
Bethesda, MD 20817   San Diego, CA 92103 
 
Bharat Khanna   Asif S. Ladiwala 
Houston, TX 77019   Troy, NY 12180 
 
John Dorsey    Sarah Janssen 
San Diego, CA 92102   Urbana, IL 61801 
 
Martha Wickelhaus   Erin Belka    
Chambersburg, PA     Baltimore, MD 21231 
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Tracey Easthope, MPH  Nityanand Jayaraman 
Environmental Health Project  Bangalore 560 039 
Ecology Center 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104 
 
Dan Ruben    Sarah O'Brien 
Newton, Massachusetts 02466 VPIRG 
     Montpelier, VT 05602 
 
Jesse Graham    Nancy Hirschfeld 
Bar Harbor, Maine 04609  Informed Choices 

Slidell, LA, 70458-8503 
 
Bill Ravanesi MA, MPH  Ravi Agarwal 
Health Care Without Harm  New Delhi-14 
Newton, MA 02460-1921  India 
 
Joe Parrish    H. Rajan Sharma 
NY/NY Environmental Watch Goodkind Labaton Rudoff 
New York, NY 10021   & Sucharow, LLP 
 
Sister Cecily    Ashish Fernandes 
World Forum of Fisherpeoples Sanctuary Magazine 
Thiruvananthapuram-695 008  Mumbai 400 021   
Kerala -India.     India  
 
Arun Aguiar    Marian Feinberg 
Wall St Station, NY 10268  South Bronx Clean Air Coalition 
     Bronx, NY 10463 
 
Prof. Supratik Chakraborty  Aniruddha Vaidya 
Indian Institute of Technology Mountain View, CA 94040-3422 
Bombay, India 
 
Diane Hebert    Tim Edwards 
Midland, Michigan   Hove, East Sussex 

U.K. 
 
Penchom Sae Tang   Neeraj Vagholikar/ Pankaj Sekhsaria 
Campaign for Alternative   Kalpavriksh 
Industry Network (CAIN)  Pune - 411004 
Nonthaburi 11000 Thailand  India 
 
Ralph Ryder    Terry Allan 
Communities Against Toxics  Unity, ME 04988 
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire UK 
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Michael Belliveau   Noel de Sa 
Natural Resources Council of Maine Toxics Link - Mumbai 
Augusta, ME    Mumbai 400 009. 

India 
 
Michael Gregory, Director  Janet Brown 
Arizona Toxics Information  Medical Waste Manager 
Bisbee, Arizona 85603  Beth Israel Medical Center 

New York, New York 
 
Sandeep Surve    Ushma Upadhyay 
Iselin, NJ 08830   Baltimore, MD 21201 
 
Sumita Bhandari   Sendhil Revuluri 
Arlington, VA 22201   Stamford CT 06904 
 
David Graff    Nimish B. Desai 
Elizabeth, NJ 07202   Baltimore, MD 21201 
 
Dr. Rajesh Parikh   Rohan Sooklall 
Westmont, IL 60559   Jamaica Estates, NY 11432 
 
Uma Setty    Mayank Keshaviah 
Washington, DC 20009  Washington, DC 20001 
 
Faisal Chaudhry   Christina George 
Cambridge, MA 02138-4322  Old Tappan, NJ 07675 
 
Shreekanta Nayak   Nikheel Purohit 
General Secreatry of National  Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
Council of Asian Indian Assoc. 
Lanham, MD 20706 
 
Nehal L. Mehta, M.D.   R. Farrah Qidwai 
Old Bridge, NJ 08857   Menlo Park, CA 94025 
 
Subramanya Sastry   Swati R. Prakash 
Madison, WI-53715   West Harlem Environmental Action, Inc. 
              New York, New York 10027 
 
Pooja Khatri    Trishala Deb 
Durham, NC 27707   NY NY 10033 
 
John Dieffenbacher-Krall  Ashok Jethanandani 
Maine People's Alliance  San Jose, CA 95148 
Bangor, Maine 04401 
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Jim Puckett    Anand Punja 
Basel Action Network Secretariat Jamnagar, Gujarat 
Seattle, Washington 98112  India 
 
Sapna Thoppil    Sarah McHugh 
Teaneck, NJ 07666   Chicago, IL  60640 
 
Ahmad Tookhi   Rajesh Shetty, M.D. 
Alexandria, VA 22304  Washington, D.C. 20008 
  
Usha Zacharias   Vishnupad Mishra 
Assistant Professor   NY, NY, 10027 
Westfield State College 
Westfield, MA 01086 
 
Anokhi Dalia    Derek Bock 
Brighton MA  02135   Boston, MA 02115 
 
Vikas Vats    Ramen Nandi 
Panchkula, Haryana   Jersey City, NJ 07306 
India  
 
Shailendra Yashwant   Vivian Stockman 
Ambatpada, Dahanu - 401602 Concerned Citizens' Coalition 
India     Spencer, WV 25276 
 
Shruti Gohil, MD/MPH 2003  Priya Shah 
Tufts University   Vashi, Navi Mumbai - 400703 
Boston, MA    Maharastra, India 
 
Gokul Janga    Bala Lakshminarayanan 
Hayward, CA-94545   Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
 
Bharatwaj Ramakrishnan  Kiran Toutireddy 
Santa Clara, CA-95054  San Jose, CA 95132 
 
Anand Kumar    Naveen Jaini 
Hillsboro, OR 97124   Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
 
Gangadhar N Konduri   Sampath Jaini 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  Tempe, Arizona- 85281 
 
Vaishali Patel    Arvind Mandhani 
Baltimore, MD 21218   Santa Clara, CA 95051 
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Kiran Patel    Srinivas Nedunuri 
Oakland, CA  94610   Austin, Texas 78705 
 
Ajith Kethireddy   Suraj Jethwani 
Alameda, CA-94501   New Delhi, India 110003 
 
Ajit Natarajan    Maneesh Kenia 
Campbell, CA 95008-3503  San Francisco, CA   94117 
 
Maneesh Singh    Praveen Kumar Garg 
Nottingham NG7 7AJ   Faridabad -- 121006 
UK     Haryana,India 
 
Rupal Sanghvi, MPH   Binisa Shah 
Brooklyn, NY 11215   East Lansing, MI 48825 
 
Rahul Gudla    Sumedha Patwardhan 
San Jose CA 95133   San Jose, CA 95131 
 
Jina Shah, MD, MPH   Arvind Baddepudi 
Wayne, NJ 07470   Charlotte, NC 28269 
 
Lynna Dhanani   Rajesh Veeraraghavan 
Arlington, VA 22209-3637  Campbell, CA 95008 
 
Nancy Galland, Richard Stander Jim Freeman 
Peace & Justice Center   Native Forest Network 
of Eastern Maine   Gulf of Maine Chapter 
Bangor, Me. 04401   Verona Island, Me. 04416 
 
Srini Pillai    Indrani Mitra 
Alameda CA 94501     Ravi Subramaniam 

Montgomery Village, MD 20886 
 
Mahalakshmi Parthasarathy  Dr. Jyotsom B. Ganatra 
Bangalore    NY, NY 10019 
India 
 
Karin Miller-Lewis        Ryan Brizendine 
New York, NY 10024   Washington, DC 20007 
Anu Goel/Shifa Tomar  Onengiye Sekibo 
Srishti     Nigeria    
New Delhi 14 
India 
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Monali Sheth    Manjiri Joshi 
Southwark, London   San Jose, CA 
England SE1 4WW 
 
Shalini Gera    Srividhya Venkataraman 
Stanford, CA 94309   Campbell,CA 95008 
 
Devesh Nirmul   Chitra Narayan and Bharath Jairaj 
Washington DC  20009  Chennai - 600006, India 
 
K. Narayana Iyer and  
Saraswathy Narayanan 
Indiranagar, Bangalore - 560038 
India 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


