
turn back the toxic tide



To date, 179 countries and the European 
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The Basel Action Network (BAN) is the world’s only organization 
dedicated to halting toxic trade. BAN is named after the Basel 
Convention, a United Nations treaty designed to prevent the 
dumping of toxic wastes, particularly on developing countries. 

The Basel Action Network advances global 
environmental health and justice by: 

PREVENTING toxic trade, the practice of externalizing risk 
and harm to developing countries

PROMOTING

CAMPAIGNING

a toxics-free future by advancing green 
design and responsible consumption

for global environmental justice, the right to a 
pollution-free environment for everyone.

THE 
MISSION

ABOUT THE VISION We seek a future where, by design, consumption is minimized, 
SURGXFWV�DUH�IUHH�RI�WR[LF�LQSXWV�DQG�SURFHVVHV��DQG�PDWHULDOV�ƳRZ�
HƴFLHQWO\�DQG�VDIHO\�IURP�FUDGOH�WR�FUDGOH�

&XUUHQWO\��ZH�DUH�WKH�KRPH�IRU�WKUHH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FDPSDLJQ�HƱRUWV�
that employ market or legislative forces to stop the unjust dumping 
of toxic waste on the world’s most vulnerable communities:

THE WORK
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UHIRUP�E\�H[SRVLQJ�WKH�IDOVH�HFRQRPLF�SDUDGLJP�
RI�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG�H[WHUQDOLWLHV�DQG�WKH�SROOXWLRQ�
DQG�KXPDQ�H[SORLWDWLRQ�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�LW��

Our e-Stewardship 
Campaign�CDƥMDR�@MC�
promotes responsible 
electronics reuse and 
recycling best practices 
worldwide.

Our Green Ship Recycling 
Campaign works both with 
our US partners and the 
global NGO Shipbreaking 
Platform coalition to ensure 
that the same type of 
stewardship takes place for 
obsolete, toxics-laden ships. 

Our advocacy work with 
the United Nations’ Basel 
Convention and its Ban 
Amendment seeks to 
defend the world’s only 
treaty prohibiting toxic 
trade and promote its 
full implementation as 
international law.

Teenage orphans burning e-waste 
to get copper, Accra, Ghana.  
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BAN has pressed the US to agree not to 
dump old PCB-laden ships into the sea. 

BAN’s e-Stewards initiative 
continues to gain traction in the 
marketplace. BAN launched a new 
e-Stewards logo in 2012, and the 
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Recyclers passed the 100 facility 
mark. 
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In the USA, 50-80% of e-waste is delivered to 
“recyclers” is exported to developing countries.

BAN declares victory as the US 
Maritime Administration adopts 
D�SROLF\�RI�QR�PRUH�DUWLƲFLDO�
UHHƲQJ�RI�3&%�FRQWDLQLQJ�VKLSV�
following the release of BAN report 
“Dishonorable Disposal”. 

%$1�WHVWLƲHV�LQ�FRXUW�DJDLQVW�
Executive Recycling, the electronics 
recycling company investigated 
by BAN and CBS’s 60 Minutes.  
Executive Recycling is convicted 
in Denver Federal Court for illegal 
export and fraud. 
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Boys in Lagos, Nigeria, breathing the toxic 
fumes from burning unusable imported TVs.

Migrant farmer children exposed to toxic e-waste pollution in 
imported e-waste processing area near Longtang, China, 2013.
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AHKK�ENQ�SGD�C@L@FD—TRT@KKX�SGDHQ�C@L@FDC�
GD@KSG�NQ�CDFQ@CDC�DMUHQNMLDMS
�"NRS�
DWSDQM@KHY@SHNM�DPT@KR�DWOKNHS@SHNM��ANSG�
NE�ODNOKD�@MC�SGD�DMUHQNMLDMS—same as it 

DUDQ�V@R
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2@CKX��SGHR�HR�@KK�RN�TMMDBDRR@QX
�.MBD�@KK�
SQTD�BNRSR�@QD�HMSDQM@KHYDC�@MC�QDRSNQDC�
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OQNƥSR�@MC�GD@KSGX�ODNOKD�@QD�SGD�MDS�
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�(MSDQM@KHYHMF�BNRSR�HR�MNS�@�SGQD@S�SN�
NTQ�B@OHS@KHRS�RXRSDL
�1@SGDQ�SGD�NOONRHSD�
LHFGS�AD�SQTD
�3@JD�SGD�!@MFK@CDRG�
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 ESDQ�SGD�ƥQRS������ƥQD��SGD�6NQJDQ�
1HFGSR�"NMRNQSHTL�A@RDC�HM�6@RGHMFSNM��
#
"
�B@KBTK@SDC�SGD�BNRS�NE�AQHMFHMF�@KK�
!@MFK@CDRG�E@BSNQHDR�TO�SN�SGD�OQNODQ�
ATHKCHMF�BNCD��OQNUHCHMF�@CDPT@SD�ƥQD�
@K@QLR��DRB@OD�QNTSDR�@MC�SQ@HMHMF�@JHM�SN�
western standards—HMSDQM@KHYHMF�SGD�BNRSR
�
3GD�BNMRDQU@SHUD�DRSHL@SD�V@R���AHKKHNM�
CNKK@QR��VGHBG�LNRS�OQ@BSHB@KKX�BNTKC�AD�
HMUDRSDC�NUDQ�SGD�BNTQRD�NE���XD@QR
�
-NV��VD�@KK�JMNV�SG@S���AHKKHNM�CNKK@QR�HR�@�
KNS�NE�LNMDX��@MC�@S�ƥQRS�AKTRG��HS�RNTMCR�

FROM THE DirecTor
-LP�3XFNHWW

&RVW�H[WHUQDOL]DWLRQ�
LV�JOREDO�WKHIW��,W�
UREV�QRW�RQO\�LWV�

LPPHGLDWH�YLFWLPV��
RIWHQ�RI�WKHLU�OLYHV�
DQG�KHDOWK��EXW�LW�
UREV�DOO�RI�XV�RI�D�
WUXH�FRVW�KHDOWK\�
HFRQRP\�ZH�DUH�
JRLQJ�WR�QHHG�WR�
VXVWDLQ�OLIH�RQ�

WKLV�HDUWK�

KHJD�@M�HMRTQLNTMS@AKD�EDD
�(MCDDC��HM�
�����6@KL@QS�BNMUDMDC�@�LDDSHMF�NE�
L@INQ�QDS@HKDQR�SN�CHRBTRR�HLOQNUHMF�R@EDSX�
@S�!@MFK@CDRGH�F@QLDMS�E@BSNQHDR
�6@KL@QS�
CDBHCDC�@S�SG@S�SHLD�HS�VNTKC�MNS�O@X�
!@MFK@CDRGH�E@BSNQHDR�@MX�LNQD�SN�@KKNV�
SGDL�SN�TOFQ@CD�BNMCHSHNMR�ADB@TRD�CNHMF�
RN�VNTKC�BNRS�SNN�LTBG
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!TS�@ESDQ�SNS@KHMF�TO�SGD�RS@FFDQHMF�BNRS�
NE�L@JHMF�!@MFK@CDRGH�E@BSNQHDR�R@ED��
SGD�6NQJDQ�1HFGSR�"NMRNQSHTL�STQMDC�
SGD�DMUDKNOD�NUDQ�@MC�RBQ@SBGDC�NTS�
@MNSGDQ�B@KBTK@SHNM
�8DR����AHKKHNM�HR�@�AHF�
MTLADQ�ATS�RN�HR���AHKKHNM—SGD�MTLADQ�
NE�F@QLDMSR�!@MFK@CDRG�L@JDR�D@BG�XD@Q
�
!@MFK@CDRG�HR�SGD�VNQKCŗR�RDBNMC�K@QFDRS�
DWONQSDQ�NE�F@QLDMSR�@ESDQ�"GHM@
�3N�S@JD�
@CU@MS@FD�NE�SGD�KNV�K@ANQ�BNRSR�@MC�GHFG�
NOONQSTMHSHDR�ENQ�BNRS�DWSDQM@KHY@SHNM��SGD�
SQ@MRM@SHNM@K�F@QLDMS�HMCTRSQX�G@R�ƦNBJDC�
SN�!@MFK@CDRG
�3GDX�ONTQ�@ANTS����AHKKHNM�
CNKK@QR�HMSN�!@MFK@CDRG�D@BG�XD@Q�@MC�
DMC�TO�L@JHMF�E@Q�LNQD�SG@M�SG@S��CTD�SN�
SGD�@RSQNMNLHB@K�L@QJ�TOR�ONRRHAKD�VGDM�
RDKKHMF�SGD�BKNSGHMF�HM�QHBG�CDUDKNODC�
BNTMSQHDR
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(S�STQMR�NTS�SGDQD�HR�@BST@KKX�@�UDQX�
K@QFD�ONS�NE�LNMDX�FDMDQ@SDC�AX�SGD�
F@QLDMS�HMCTRSQX
�'LLL
�3TQMR�NTS��ENQ�
SGHR�HMCTRSQX����AHKKHNM�CNKK@QR�HR�RL@KK�
BG@MFD
��(MCDDC��@BBNQCHMF�SN�SGD�6NQJDQ�
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@CCHSHNM@K����DWSQ@�BDMSR�ODQ�F@QLDMS�NUDQ�
SGD�BNTQRD�NE���XD@QR�SN�L@JD�SGD���AHKKHNM�
HMUDRSLDMS�SN�L@JD�VNQJHMF�BNMCHSHNMR�
R@ED
����BDMSR�ODQ�F@QLDMSʖ

!TS�QDL@QJ@AKX��RN�E@Q�SGD�QDS@HK�FH@MSR�G@UD�
ADDM�QDKTBS@MS�SN�@RJ�SGDHQ�BNMRTLDQR�SN�
O@X�LNQD
�!TS�HE�SGDX�@BST@KKX�CHC�@RJ�TR��
SGD�QDRONMRD�VNTKC�AD�NUDQVGDKLHMF
�
 QD�XNT�JHCCHMF��.E�BNTQRD�VD�VNTKC�O@X�
ten cents per garment to save tens of 

SGNTR@MCR�NE�KHUDRʖ�(�VNTKC�DUDM�RDDJ�NTS�
@M�NOONQSTMHSX�SN�O@X�SGHR�@LNTMS
�(S�HR�@�
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MNV�RDDLDC�LNQ@KKX�QTCCDQKDRR
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(M�E@BS��SGDX�@QD�DBNMNLHB�BGD@SR
�-N�CNTAS�
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�NE�SGD�
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�!TS�
in fact, they are creating an even more 

L@RRHUD�CDAS—QDC�HMJ�SG@S�ONTQR�NTS�@KK�
NUDQ�SGD�CDUDKNOHMF�VNQKCŕVGHBG�MDUDQ�

FDSR�O@HC��ATS�HR�RHLOKX�@�VQHSD�NƤ�L@CD�
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NE�FKNA@KHY@SHNM
�

$UDQXVGDQD�NMD�KNNJR�SNC@X��NMD�RDDR�
SGHR�SNWHB�FKNA@K�DBNMNLX�D@SHMF�@MC�
ROHSSHMF�HSR�V@X�@BQNRR�SGD�FKNAD
�6D�RDD�
VNQJDQR�L@JHMF�RL@QS�OGNMDR�ITLOHMF�NƤ�
NE�ATHKCHMFR�HM�CDRO@HQ�NQ�ADHMF�ONHRNMDC�
NM�SGD�@RRDLAKX�KHMD�EQNL�TRD�NE�SNWHB�
BGDLHB@KR
�6D�RDD�VGNKDR@KD�CDRSQTBSHNM�
NE�L@MFQNUD�ENQDRSR�SN�KNVDQ�SGD�OQHBD�NE�
RGQHLO�VD�DMINX�NM�NTQ�OK@SDR
�6D�RDD�SGD�
CDRSQTBSHNM�NE�SGD�Q@HMENQDRS�HM� L@YNMH@�HM�
NQCDQ�SN�Q@HRD�ADDE�ENQ�ENQDHFM�L@QJDSR
�

(�ITRS�QDSTQMDC�EQNL�@�LDDSHMF�NE�FKNA@K�
DMUHQNMLDMS@K�BQHLD�DMENQBDLDMS�
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2HLHK@QKX��SGD�HMSDQM@SHNM@K�SQ@CD�HM�
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"NRS�DWSDQM@KHY@SHNM�HR�FKNA@K�SGDES
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FNHMF�SN�MDDC�SN�RTRS@HM�KHED�NM�SGHR�D@QSG
�
(M�RGNQS��HS�QNAR�TR�NE�NTQ�ETSTQD


 R�D@BG�NE�SGDRD�SQ@FDCHDR�HR�ROK@RGDC�@R�
GD@CKHMDR�NM�SGD�EQNMS�O@FDR�@MC�SGDM�
E@CDR�VHSG�SGD�MDWS�V@UD�NE�SGD�MDVR�
BXBKD��KDS�TR�MNS�ENQFDS�SG@S�SGHR�SQ@FDCX�HR�
not an event—HS�HR�G@OODMHMF�@KK�@QNTMC�
TR�DUDQX�C@X
�+DSŗR�L@JD�HS�NTQ�BNKKDBSHUD�
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BQHLD�D@BG�HM�NTQ�NVM�RL@KK�V@X
�3NFDSGDQ�
VD�B@M�STQM�A@BJ�SGD�SHCD�NE�@�FKNA@K�SNWHB�
economy and chart a new course towards 

@M�DMUHQNMLDMS@KKX�@MC�DBNMNLHB@KKX�
RTRS@HM@AKD�VNQKC


2HMBDQDKX�XNTQR��

)HL�/TBJDSS
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7RJHWKHU�ZH�FDQ�WXUQ�EDFN�WKH�WLGH�RI�D�
JOREDO�WR[LF�HFRQRP\�DQG�FKDUW�D�QHZ�FRXUVH�
WRZDUGV�DQ�HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�DQG�HFRQRPLFDOO\�
VXVWDLQDEOH�ZRUOG�



3GDQD�HR�@M�TFKX�TMCDQADKKX�NE�DBNMNLHB�
FKNA@KHY@SHNM�SG@S�EDV�VHRG�SN�S@KJ�@ANTS
�
4MCDQ�SGD�FTHRD�NE�RHLOKX�TSHKHYHMF�SGD�
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CHROQNONQSHNM@SD�ATQCDM�NE�SNWHB�V@RSD��
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�
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manufacturing processes and products 

upstream through green design and 

SGQNTFG�SNWHBR�TRD�QDCTBSHNMR
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PREVENTING THE 
EXPORT OF HARM
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HEALTH EfFeCTS OF e-WASTE EXposuRe

Lead and 
cadmium in circuit 

AN@QCR�@MC�B@SGNCD�Q@X�
STADR��"13R��

Brominated 
ƪDPH�UHWDUGDQWV�

NM�BHQBTHS�AN@QCR��
OK@RSHB�B@RHMFR��@MC�
B@AKDR��SG@S�QDKD@RDR�

GHFGKX�SNWHB�CHNWHMR�@MC�
ETQ@MR�VGDM�ATQMDC�SN�

retrieve copper from 

SGD�VHQDR�

Mercury in switches, 

BHQBTHS�AN@QCR��@MC�Ʀ@S�
RBQDDM�LNMHSNQR�

,DQBTQX� HR� JMNVM� SN� B@TRD� RDQHNTR�
C@L@FD� SN� SGD� GTL@M� ANCX
� 3GD�
CDUDKNOHMF� EDSTR� HR� GHFGKX� RTRBDOSHAKD�
SGQNTFG�L@SDQM@K�DWONRTQD�SN�LDQBTQX


Mercury� D@RHKX� @BBTLTK@SDR�
HM� KHUHMF� NQF@MHRLR� @MC� BNMBDMSQ@SDR�
SGQNTFG� SGD� ENNC� BG@HM�� DRODBH@KKX� HM�
ƥRG
� 3GHR� @ƤDBSR� MNS� NMKX� SGD� ODNOKD�
VGN�CHRL@MSKD�NTQ�DKDBSQNMHBR��ATS�@KRN�
SGD�AHKKHNMR�NE�ODNOKD�@QNTMC�SGD�VNQKC�
VGN�BNMRTLD�ƥRG


 M� DRSHL@SDC 22% of the 

XD@QKX� VNQKC� BNMRTLOSHNM� NE� LDQBTQX�
HR� TRDC� HM� DKDBSQHB@K� @MC� DKDBSQNMHB�
DPTHOLDMS


E-WASTE IS TOXIC
e-Waste contains dangerous amounts 
of toxic substances, such as—

50 million metric tons 
NE� D�V@RSD� HR� FDMDQ@SDC� ODQ� XD@Q
� (E� SGHR�
@LNTMS� V@R� RS@BJDC� TO� HM� @� NMD�@BQD�
RPT@QD�� HS�VNTKC�DWSDMC�TOV@QCR� ENQ���
��
LHKDR��NQ���
��JHKNLDSDQR


"GDLHB@K�RSQHOOHMF�NE�chips 
and other gold plated 
components using nitric 

@MC�GXCQNBGKNQHB�@BHC��VGHBG�
often comes in contact with 

DXDR�@MC�RJHM��QDRTKSHMF�
HM�ODQL@MDMS�HMITQX
�3NWHB�
QDRHCTDR�@QD�@KRN�V@RGDC�HMSN�
MD@QAX�QHUDQR��BNMS@LHM@SHMF�
V@RGV@SDQ�@MC�ƥRG
�

A child taking out the techno-trash near the Alaba market in 
Lagos, Nigeria.  These piles of imported TVs and computers 

VHKK�AD�RDS�NM�ƥQD��QDKD@RHMF�G@QLETK�DLHRRHNMR
�

6GDM�CHR@RRDLAKHMF toner 
cartridges, toner is recovered 

TRHMF�O@HMSAQTRGDR��NESDM�VHSGNTS�
@MX�OQNSDBSHNM
�"@QANM�AK@BJ�HR�@�
OQNA@AKD�GTL@M�B@QBHMNFDM��@R�
VDKK�@R�@�QDROHQ@SNQX�SQ@BS�HQQHS@MS��
@MC�BNKNQDC�SNMDQR�G@UD�TMJMNVM�
SNWHBHSX
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3GD�OQNBDRR�NE�BNNJHMF�circuit 
boards to remove chips and 

BNLONMDMSR�DWONRDR�VNQJDQR�@MC�
SGDHQ�MD@QAX�BGHKCQDM�SN�KD@C�@MC�
SHM�U@ONQR
�3NWHB�DƤDBSR�HMBKTCD�
C@L@FD�SN�SGD�AQ@HM��JHCMDX��@MC�
KTMFR
�

Computer wire insulation 
and plastics�@QD�NESDM�ATQMDC�
DWONRHMF�VNQJDQR�@MC�NSGDQR�
MD@QAX�SN�AQNLHM@SDC�@MC�
BGKNQHM@SDC�CHNWHMR��VGHBG�B@M�
cause reproductive system 

CHRQTOSHNM�@MC�AHQSG�CDEDBSR��NQ�
B@M�BQD@SD�ONKXBXBKHB�@QNL@SHB�
GXCQNB@QANMR�VGHBG�@QD�DWSQDLDKX�
B@QBHMNFDMHB��O@QSHBTK@QKX�
DWONRHMF�VNQJDQR�SN�KTMF�B@MBDQ
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.MBD�CHRL@MSKDC� circuit boards 

@QD�NODMKX�ATQMDC�SN�QDLNUD�@MX�
QDL@HMHMF�LDS@KR
�1DRTKSHMF�SHM��
KD@C��AQNLHM@SDC�CHNWHM��ADQXKKHTL��
B@CLHTL��@MC�LDQBTQX�HMG@K@SHNM�
causes respiratory irritation and 

L@MX�KNMF�SDQL�GD@KSG�OQNAKDLR
�

Cathode ray tubes (CRTs), when 

RG@SSDQDC�SN�QDLNUD�BNOODQ�XNJDR��
DWONRD�VNQJDQR�SN�OGNROGNQR�
BNMS@HMHMF�B@CLHTL�@MC�SNWHB�
Q@QD�D@QSG�LDS@KR
��(MG@KHMF�
B@CLHTL�K@CDM�CTRS�PTHBJKX�KD@CR�
SN�QDROHQ@SNQX�SQ@BS�@MC�JHCMDX�
OQNAKDLR�VGHBG�B@M�AD�E@S@K�NQ�
B@TRD�B@MBDQ
�"@CLHTL�B@TRDR�
immediate poisoning and damage 

SN�SGD�KHUDQ�@MC�SGD�JHCMDXR
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6D�@KRN�RDDJ�QDENQLR�HM�SGD�KHED�BXBKD�NE�
DKDBSQNMHBR�SN�@RRTQD�R@ED�@MC�QDRONMRHAKD�
QDBXBKHMF�DUDQXVGDQD�@MC�SN�DMRTQD�SG@S�
DKDBSQNMHBR�G@QCV@QD�HR�CDRHFMDC�SN�AD�
KNMF�KHUDC�@MC�SNWHB�EQDD
�

CREATING 
SOLUTIONS 

3GD�D�2SDV@QCR�"DQSHƥB@SHNM�/QNFQ@L�HR�SGD�
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An e-Stewards® Recycler, in California processing 
computer monitors in a safe and responsible manner.  

e-Stewards Recyclers 
Face to Face meeting.

“I am honored to be both a member of 
WKH�H�6WHZDUGV�/HDGHUVKLS�&RXQFLO�DQG�
a part of the very important work being 
done to help preserve the environment 

for future generations.”  

— 2@MCX�%QDDL@M��2DMHNQ�/QNCTBS�,@M@FDQ��
�����(QNM�,NTMS@HM

“By creating a network of responsible 

FROOHFWLRQ�DQG�SURFHVVLQJ�HQWLWLHV��H�6WHZDUGV�

EULQJV�FRQƲGHQFH�LQ�HOHFWURQLFV�UHF\FOLQJ�IRU�

FRQVXPHUV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV�DOLNH��/*�LV�SURXG�WR�

support this global initiative.”

ŕ�)T�4�'@M��2DMHNQ�5/��+&�$KDBSQNMHBR�(MB


Since 2005, the average lifespan of 

a computer has shrunk from 

5 years  to 2 years.

Hong Kong Harbor: Gateway to 
American e-Waste into China.  

An estimated 

133,000 
computer systems 

become obsolete in 

the US every day.

e-Waste scrap pile in China.

Computer plastics sorting 
in Guangzhou, China.

Every day, 50 to 100 

ocean containers of e-Waste      

  arrive in Hong Kong.

CRT mismanagement. 
Guiyu, China, 2013.

Dumped televisions 
and other e-waste on 
a Ghana river shore.
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�
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BGHKC�K@ANQDQ�DWOK@HMDC�SN�QDONQSDQR�HM�
.BSNADQ������@S�GDQ�!@MFK@CDRG�UHKK@FD
�

These ships are composed of tons 

NE�G@Y@QCNTR�L@SDQH@KR��@MC�VGDM�
CHRL@MSKDC�HM�SGD�HMSDQSHC@K�YNMD��SGD�
L@SDQH@KR�@QD�QDKD@RDC�SN�SGD�BN@RS@K�
DMUHQNMLDMS
�

(M�!@MFK@CDRG��KNB@K�@TSGNQHSHDR�
QDONQS�SDM�RODBHDR�NE�ƥRG�G@UHMF�ADDM�
CDBHL@SDC�SN�SGD�ONHMS�NE�DWSHMBSHNM�
EQNL�DMUHQNMLDMS@K�ONKKTSHNM�B@TRDC�AX�
RGHOAQD@JHMF
�.MD�RTBG�ƥRG��SGD�@ROHRN@�
J@S@L@BG��HR�HLONQS@MS�SN�SGD�KHUDKHGNNC�
NE�L@MX�KNB@KR
�#TD�SN�SGD�RDUDQD�
CDBKHMD�HM�ƥRG�B@SBGDR�HM�SGD�QDFHNM��
SGNRD�VGN�ƥRG�ENQ�@�KHUHMF�@QD�LHFQ@SHMF�
SN�NSGDQ�QDFHNMR�@R�řDMUHQNMLDMS@K�
QDETFDDR
Ś

3GD�RGHOOHMF�HMCTRSQX�B@M�HMSDQM@KHYD�
SGDRD�CDU@RS@SHMF�BNRSR�AX�TRHMF�
QDRONMRHAKD�RGHO�QDBXBKHMF�E@BHKHSHDR�
HM�BNTMSQHDR�O@QS�NE�SGD�.QF@MHY@SHNM�
ENQ�$BNMNLHB�"N�NODQ@SHNM�@MC�
#DUDKNOLDMS
� KK�HS�S@JDR�HR�SGD�VHKK�NE�
HMCTRSQX�@MC�FNUDQMLDMSR�SN�OTS�ODNOKD�
@MC�SGD�DMUHQNMLDMS�@GD@C�NE�OQNƥSR
�

+DS�XNTQ�UNHBD�AD�GD@QC�AX�RHFMHMF�! -ŗR�
RGHOAQD@JHMF�ODSHSHNM�@MC�GDKO�BGHKCQDM�
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0\�IDWKHU�GLHG�RQ�
WKH�\DUG�DIWHU�D�ELJ�

SLHFH�RI�LURQ�FUDVKHG�
RQ�KLV�FKHVW��2QH�

\HDU�ODWHU��P\�ROGHU�
EURWKHU�0LWX�KDG�QR�
RWKHU�FKRLFH�WKDQ�WR�
OHDYH�IRU�WKH�VKLS�

EUHDNLQJ�\DUGV�WRR�Ş

“

PCBs - These persistent 

organic pollutants bind to 

sediments, bioaccumulate

HM�ƥRG�@MC�NSGDQ�@MHL@KR�@MC�
biomagnify in the food chain, 

creating hazards at all levels.

Lead Paint - Used on 

vessel interiors, lead from 

paint quickly accumulates 

in humans and marine 

organisms.

Iron - Iron can leach into the 

environment from steel

hulls of sunken vessels. 

Aluminum - Large ships contain 

thousands of pounds of aluminum. 

When sunk, this recyclable 

@KTLHMTL��VGHBG�NƤDQR�TO�SN�����
energy savings vs virgin aluminum 

production, is wasted.
PBDEs - Polybrominated 

diphenyl esters (PBDEs) are

Ʀ@LD�QDS@QC@MSR�@MC�@QD�
found in plastics and

upholstery foam. PBDEs have 

been linked to numerous 

health problems, and like 

PCBs they bio-accumulate in 

humans and marine life.

Asbestos - Large amounts of asbestos 

can be found onboard the vessel. In 

addition to being harmful to humans, 

RSTCHDR�DW@LHMHMF�SGD�DƤDBSR�NE�@RADRSNR�
NM�ƥRG�HMCHB@SD�SG@S�@RADRSNR�L@X�B@TRD�
CDBQD@RDC�RVHLLHMF�@AHKHSX��QDCTBDC�
FQNVSG�@MC�HMBQD@RDC�LNQS@KHSX


-XVW�D�IHZ�RI�WKH�KD]DUGRXV�PDWHULDOV�
IRXQG�LQ�GHFRPPLVVLRQHG�VKLSVř

“

According to data from an ongoing 

study conducted by the Florida Fish 

& Wildlife Conservation Committee 

as part of a post-sinking monitoring 

OQNFQ@L�� /"!� BNMBDMSQ@SHNM� HM� ƥRG�

INCREASED 1,446% 

from pre-sinking to post-sinking.

An estimated 1 in 5 
shipbreaking laborers in 

Bangladesh are children 

TMCDQ�SGD�@FD�NE�ƥESDDM


BAN 2012 VICTORY 
US Maritime Administration 

adopts a policy of no more 

@QSHƥBH@K� QDDƥMF� NE� /"!��

containing ships following 

the release of BAN report 

“Dishonorable Disposal.” 

2HMJHMF�SNWHB�RGHOR�ENQ�@QSHƥBH@K�QDDER�HR�MNS�
a solution for biodiversity of the marine 
environment.  It is toxic dumping by another name.   

Hazardous waste on the beach. Asbestos 
pours out of ship hull in Alang, India.

Worker in India, sorting 
out asbestos by hand 
without a respirator.  

The asbestos was 
pulled out of old ships 
as part of shipbreaking 

operations.  Photo by 
Greenpeace. 



Unrestricted Temporarily 
Restricted Total 2012 Total 2011

"NMSQHATSHNMR ʙ������� ʙ������� ʙ�������

(M�JHMC�CNM@SHNMR ʙ������ ʙ������ ʙ�����

+HBDMRHMF�EDDR ʙ������� ʙ������� ʙ�������

Other revenue ʙ������ ʙ������ ʙ������

-DS�@RRDSR�QDKD@RDC�
from restrictions

ʙ������� �ʙ��������

Total Support 
and Revenue $1,087,931 ($131,775) $956,156 $709,362

/QNFQ@L ʙ������� ʙ������� ʙ�������

 CLHMHRSQ@SHNM ʙ������� ʙ������� ʙ�������

%TMCQ@HRHMF ʙ������ ʙ������ ʙ������

Total Expenses $1,060,332 $1,060,332 $964,124

Change in net assets $27,599 ($131,775) ($104,176) ($254,762)

-DS�@RRDSR��
ADFHMMHMF�NE�XD@Q ʙ������ ʙ������� ʙ������� ʙ�������

Net assets, 
end of year $44,855 $44,855 $149,031

Support & Revenue

Expenses

Change in Net Assets

/QNFQ@L
���

%TMCQ@HRHMF
�� CLHMHRSQ@SHNM

���
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"NMSQHATSHNMR
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-DS�@RRDSR�QDKD@RDC�
from restrictions

���
Other revenue

��

(M�JHMC�
donations

��

+HBDMRHMF�
fees

���

Students using second-hand 
refurbished computers in Africa.   

BAN extends its most sincere thanks to the individuals, 
organizations, agencies, and companies below that have so 
generously supported BAN’s work by making a charitable 
contribution.

Individual Donations
Jonathan E. Beeton

Elliot Diamond and CK Kim

William L. Donnelly

Brent Emerson

Steven Gilbert

Carolyn Hathway

Richard Klingele

Marcia Mason

Luke Soules

Corporate Donors
Bad Dog Investments, LLC

Bloomberg

Boeing

Esco Marine, Inc.

GEMAC

MRM

Phillips Law Group, PLLC 

UNEP

Foundations
Bullitt Foundation

John & Wendy Neu Family Foundation

Leaves of Grass Fund

Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund

Marisla Foundation

Scorpio Rising Fund

Sponsors
All Green Electronics Recycling

Com2 Recycling Solutions

Creative Recycling

David Ritter

eLoop, LLC

Total Reclaim

ViaTek Solutions

Vintage Tech

BAN gratefully recognizes 

the generous philanthropy 

of all of its funders. 

Since our founding in 

1997, gifts to BAN have 

allowed us to continue our 

DGYRFDF\�HƱRUWV��FUHDWH�

exposés, develop the robust 

H�6WHZDUGV�SURJUDP��DQG�

SURPRWH�WKH�*UHHQ�6KLS�

Recycling program.  

With this support, we will 

continue our tradition of 

excellence in all of these 

endeavors.

1GM�9J=�AFNAL=<�LG�:=;GE=
9�H9JLF=J�AF�HJGEGLAF?�
9�LGPA;�>J==�=;GFGEQ��
=FNAJGFE=FL�9F<�>MLMJ=�
>GJ�9DD�G>�MK��(D=9K=�;GFL9;L�
L@=J=K9�:9F�GJ?�>GJ�EGJ=�
AF>GJE9LAGF�9:GML�E9CAF?�
9�?A>L��GJ�<GF9L=�9L�
OOO�:9F�GJ?��

82% of children in Guiyu, China, have highly 
elevated levels of lead in their blood.



Cover:  A High-Tech Toxic Tragedy
A circuit board that formerly controlled the functions of an American 

household television set is being cooked by a Chinese farmer to heat 

the solder in order to remove the tiny parts (capacitors, resistors, etc.) for 

further reuse or for later extraction of copper, or gold in highly polluting acid 

stripping operations nearby.

The fumes from this process have been revealed to contain highly toxic 

and carcinogenic substances including chlorinated and brominated dioxins, 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, cadmium and lead.

Thousands of such circuit board cookers, usually women, often in their homes, 

cook these boards and breathe these fumes more than 10 hours per day each 

day in China. Children in e-waste processing villages such as Guiyu show high 

levels of lead in their blood as well as indications of genetic damage. 

The Basel Action Network (BAN) is a non-governmental organization (NGO) whose 
mission is to prevent the globalization of the toxic chemical crisis. BAN is a tax-
exempt charitable (IRS 501(c)3) organization based in Seattle, Washington, USA. 

BAN can be contacted at:

Basel Action Network
206 First Ave. S., Suite 410
Seattle, WA 98104
USA

Phone: 1-206-652-5555
Fax: 1-206-652-5750
Email: inform@ban.org

To learn more, please visit us online at www.ban.org.


